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sung on the 15 steps leading up to the Holy Place. The 

. < :. i<loa baing that the first degree Psalm was read as thea prieat 

· : stood on the· first' step; the second Psalm on tho second step• · 

' . 
• F ' 

. ~ . 

and so forth until the 15th step was reached • thia put the · 

priest at the threshold of the Holy Place. It hau been 
. ~ .; . 

' . 
suzgested that this step-reading of the ''Degree Psalmsa 

started with the first day of the seventh month . (The Day 

of Trumpets) ~d continued for 14 more days unt~l the 15th 
l .. '· 

.. · . ·· · · of Tiahri, whic~, of course, is the firat day of Tabernacle•, 
' .. '· .. . 

··. Thua, the readings direct us townrd the opening of God's 
. .. ' . 
. great Millenial Age when all on earth are ready to approach .. 

~ ~ ~ ·. 

: . ·~ .- "the Holy Place"~ ·as did the priests in the Temple servicaa. 

This may be, but it must be understood that the Bible now• :. · · _: . ·. 
': . , . . 

. ; . here . gives solid foundation to this solution. What the Bi• 
,. •. ·. 

· ·. ble does emphatically prove ·is that Hezek1ah wrote some · .. 

.. 
• •••• ! ' Psalms that found a place ~n the resular readinga in the 

: ·( : , , 
This may indicate that some of 'hia ···Paalma ·-: : ·~·; rremple services. 

: ~ • ' • • : , I , ' : ' I'-~. ' ' o 

.. . appeu .in our Bible.· ~ey probAbly do. 
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· Another Necassit-z 12:£. Canonization 

· · · in Hezekiah' s Tima _,;;;,;;,;; __ .....,..,..... __ ....,.. __ 
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Perhaps one of the important reasons for Rezekiab 
' ~ . . :·"< ... :·>· · 

during his time to canonize certain works as authorized 
•' · .. 

· og God, was for astronomical reaQona. It has already been 

. ·. mentioned about Ahaz'a sundial goins, backward 10 degrees • 

. This variation in the sun's . movement is the last wo read of 
__ ___,.. ,' 

··· .1 

in the hiato~ -of the ancient world. Not ainca tba sun 

. reveraed. ita motion b)' thaae l0 QQgrooa baa there beGQ atl7 
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irregular movemonta in tha motion» of tho heavenly bodiea • 

at least, nona that we have rocord of. All of thia ia a · 

. ·very important mAtter to anyone studying thG acienca of 

aatronomy and especially chronology. Tha reason for thia · 

event being of major importance ia plain. It waa at this _......,oiiiioiio 

· .... 

' ' . 

; .. 
. .• .. · 

• 7. f ~ . ~ . .. 
.. . ...... : . . . 

· ·. time tluit, all of a sudden around tho world, the recorda · ·: ·.~ - - <> ~ .. · .. . . ~ 

and traditions of the various nationa begin . to apeak of 5-\ . .!. . < ·~;'_ ·.>. ~ ·. -· · 

'· 
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._.' · .. · . . days being added to the . year • a length and alao that tho ..• · ·:._.· .. : : ·. · · ·· : . ; ' . :~ 

.. moon 1 a orbit around tha earth bacam41 ahortar by about .% . _' . : ' ·. '. · ' ·' .I :. • !'! 
. ·-... day. (P'or a :full diacuaaion on thia matter, the atudent . , ·: . . '·.-.:'.· · ·! :.: -~ 

.· _:·.··.· can rgfer to ~;1~-~~'a Worlds ja Collision, Chapter !~~~1.(.· · .. ·;- · ':. : - ~·· . <.· ·.:- :· ~ };· 
~ ... ' _..._ ....__..... ~ ~ . ' ... ·· --~ ....... ~ · · ~·~ .......... ~ ..... -_...._...... ' .. . · . ' '·-t ~ 

· That a calendar change waa noceaaary in the ciaya of <· - : ·· : :u 
. . ' .. ~ ~: 

. ': ·. . '·, :.; .. . : l:i 
' }' 1 

· Hezokiah ia made vary plain from tho abundance of recorda • 
. . ' ... , . 1:1: 

. . ,. .· l1;l · Even the Jewa have retained traditiona that at the timca of 
' ' .. : ,:·· 

· .. ·. 

Hezekiah a change became nQcotu1lary in the alight ra•arrangln&··· · 

of the Holy Day obaervancaa bocauae an astronomical . change 

in the movement a of the ·heavenly bodiaa had occurred 
.. .. .. .. .. .. . ' \ , ' 

~.· ((Morgenstern, .. The Three Cale@ars of Ancient Israel, Hobrew · ,: 
0 , , .... ~- .. - ~· • , - o 0 ... ~ ~ , ~ · • , ,.. - f , " ~ - w._ 
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Union College Annual, vol, I. p. 13•78.)~ In othar worda, 
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.. .... , thG ~cient year of 360. daya length and the month'a length . __ :_·: . ,·.·_ "._ '.'._--:. __ _ ;,·.// 

· ... · _ being an exact ~0 day period, became, in the daya of Haze• :,....,.::: ·· _ ' .. 
. ··, · ~ :.: . .::'·· . .. .' :-: ::: ·.' 

.· .. . ~ kiah, our presont 365~ -d~r year and 29% day month • . · ·_:: ·.;0 ~:· . : · . · ·-:··: . : . ~· ( . • • 

• . I ' 

· Thia u tronomical _ change maant • virtually • · the nacaa• • ~ ,I . ·; . • · I • 

\ ~ . . ·. 

. ·. ~-: .): aity for ..! ~ enlcndaxo .·for Judah! t In fact, ·the aitt.laticm '-;; ·· . ·, . ' . 

. . ~· .·~ .' '· : ~ . : . 
-· .. · 

·:·-- absolutely demanded a~ type of calendar -to cope with 

· ·· .. :. · tha haavanly movemontae :' For example, if no change 1n the 

· .-:· . · · longth' a of years -.~. t~ 'bo made • ..,tho i'eut of Tabemaclaa . •. 
. ·. ... . 
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. ~ .: · would occur 5\ · daya oarlior each year, and within & a~t 

• 34 year pcric;»d that puticulu Autumn fcatival would be · 
' ~ ... 

' . kept at our pro sent · Paaoover Genson in the Spring. 

.... 
• . 

. .. ·. 

· ·.: .wiao, Pucovelt time would have gradually gonca 'bacltwD.rdo .· ( · ~ . .. . . 
. : :·. 

' · in the solar year, gonQ through the wholca winter aeedon. and 
... : ' :. ·. 

:·. found itoalf being kept at TabQmaclea time in only 34 ', > I ~ • 
' • • • • ' I 

.~ • : 'i .. ; •. . t . ~ 
' . short yeara. By thia proceas of the solu yoar being 5\ ' I 

daya earlier each.YG4r for ev«!lry feetival, it would tako ::· .. · .. < .::: ·;. 
. ·:·· .. ·I 

, , 
about 68 yeara to Bind TAbcn:naclca back in ita proper place 

... ., ,, ~· 
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1n tho Autumn wd Pasmovu in ita ordain~d aeuon of early 

Spring. You em tmaaino what thu pQrmcnent chango in the · · 

· he avena (when Ahaz • o · aundial wwt backwards) meant to the 

righteous 'King Hezeld.ah and the Prophet Iaaiah. Somothin& 

had to ba dona about tho mattcar and tho action had to come 

· from official •oureea. Thia witter Wd of oxtreme aer10U5a•. · 
. . 

·. ness • tho whole fesatival syatem ao ordained of Cod waa in · ··,. 

So, oomothing wu done~ 
. ~.. ~ \ . \ . . ' 

. . · ·:· .A now calendar waa constncted. Tho Jewa havo mentioned 

.· • ... 
. • 

•.:···· . 

·• that · our preaont tunm:•Solu calendar (which takes into . . . . 
• 1 • • 

: ·: . :.' account· tho ·l65l,; ·day year and tho 29~ daylllOnth) camo from ·'> . ·: . 

. . . the handa. of HezekUh (ibid.). Without doubt, the Sacred ':··.· :~· ·: : .. . ·· . 
. ·.. ·', : . . . . : ~ . • .. . 

Calendar which guidoa uo todAY in tho correct obl.lGJ:Vance · .. ·. ' > ·i' • 

. v 

.. . . ' . .. ~: 

. ,; . tho Prophet ·Iaaiah · ;;. of course. tho nw calondul vu coua·· · . : 
.' . i 

. _; •' 

..... ' . . ·· 

tru.cted by the · influence of Cod's Holy Spl;tit.-

. · 'J:hG fact of . :~hia calond" chana a up law a lot of 

thiqa. · Fo~ W.,·· .»av14 ad Sol.omcm had. oJ:dorocl co1:t:dA Pa• 
,· . ·.· ,, . . . : ' ·.· . ' ' .. ~ '. ' .... . 
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.. · ·. · ., alma and other books to ·be read at opacified times 1n the 

· · ·Temple sarvicoa. ·But now, with .5~ days extra in each year • . 

all of those aaaignod raadingg had to bo ro•arrangQd or 

.. . ._ . they 11kow1ae . would havG beGn read six months earlier in 
• :0, . • 

. : ."' .. ·~ :._. ~ 
. .. thG aolGX' yoar within 'th'-l pGriod of 34 years • . So, tha whole .. ·.: 

-; , ~ . . ., 

. : ... ·· of tho Temple aarviccf!i · h&d to be re-arranged. It itJ no 
I • ". ~~ ' ' ~ • • •" 

> .. ·.-.· wonder that wo find King Hozekiah re-ordoring and urmgin& 
.·.>-

\ . : 

:· ' 

the 24 prieatly and Levitical coursoa with tbatr regularl7 
.· .. ; .. 
. ' ). ·; 

·· \:::· · a.saignod readinga:a. ·The calendar change nacaaaitated an 

: : .. : · authoritative reshaping of the whole roligioua aocioty. 

·. ·· additions - they had to maka the 1:e-urangomenta or alao . _·,: .. . 
, :. have tha whole religious eyatQm eotab11shod by Moaaa and 

., ;. David to revert to absolute chaos. 

·· closing thia aection on the calondar•change, that it can 

·':. be taken for granted that any one who ·had autbo~y to .. . 

. ' ·. : . ...... ~ f' . 

' ' · . 
. ' .··. .. 
. ' 

# • ' ' • • 

·.·· 

. · calendar chango. . No one . ru~od quoat1on tho official oapa• 

· ·· . > .city of Hozekiah 'mtd Iaa1Ah · t9 do what they clid • for God• 

. ' . . ... . , 

. · D)' aubaeqwmt hiatory and the ~1tneaa of the Haw ToatamaDt:e 
,h~·s complete~y bac;lCed ·up both of these .. s~rvan..ts· Q-f· His· to ,t;he 

· full a.· , . , . . · :., .·· , ·. 1: 1 . .. · ; · .. ·. ;, . · • 
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